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women of Emesa, Julia Domna, Julia Maesa, Julia
Mammea, Julia Soemia, young, intelligent, hardy
and almost Utopian in conception, held back by no
social tradition or convention, stop at nothing: they
do what no Eoman woman has ever dared to do;
they enter the Senate, take part in its deliberationsf
actually govern the Empire, dream, of Semiramis
and Hitocris. The Bornan worship is in their eyes
cold and unmeaning: not being attached to it by
any ancestral ties, and feeling their religious ima-
gination more in harmony with Christianity than
with Italian paganism, these women take pleasure
in stories of gods who visit the earth. Philostratus
enchants them with, his Apollonius: possibly they
may have had secret affinities with Christianity in
more directions than one. It is true that Helioga-
balus was a madman; yet, nevertheless, Ms wild
dream of a central monotheistic worship established
at Koine, and absorbing all other worships, showed
that the narrow circle of ideas in which the Anto-
nines had lived was broken through. Alexander
Severus went further: he had a fellow-feeling with
the Christians: not content with granting them